[Surgical complications and the legal expert medical evidence of attributability and causality].
The cause-effect relationship is a cornerstone of legal decisions. In the medical sphere, the expert charged with determining the attributability of adverse effects must take into account both the likely pathophysiological mechanism and the chronology, based on common sense. When proven by the expert, attributability--a medical concept--allows the judge to determine the legal implications. The expert report should describe the incriminated actions and their observed adverse effects, distinguish what is clearly false from what is probably true, state only what is certain, and clearly identify any doubts.